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Their father recognized it and said, “My son’s tunic. A wild beast has devoured him.” Then Jacob
rent his clothes, put sackcloth on his loins and mourned his son for many days.

This is what jealousy accomplished in the house of Jacob. And again | hear how someone is
talking to himself: “Well, yes. Things like that happened in the Dark Ages, in the Middle Ages where all
were” ... | will not even allow you to finish your explanation because it swerves from the truth and it
swerves from reality.

Right from the very beginning | gave you two examples from life in our times and in both
examples you have proof that in our contemporary families jealousy is present. Finally, how easy it is for
parents to notice this among their children.

The little baby in the crib shows his impatience by making fists and carrying on by crying and
being fastidious when he sees that the father or mother is playing with and fondling an older little
brother or sister. And the reverse is true.

A brother is jealous of his little sister’s new toy, while his little sister is jealous of her brother’s
new clothes. A mother can’t endure it — she worries and has no peace because someone praised and
admired the children of her younger sister, but silently passed over her own darlings.

A father gnashes his teeth when relatives tell him, sometimes acrimoniously that his sons take
after the mother and not him. And then? Then, the son and daughter, father and mother go to all of
their relatives and friends to complain about the injustice of the members of their family. And to these
complaints and grievances they add lies, backbiting and slander so that Satan can take a rest. They carry
out his vile work.

Now let me remind you of the Savior’s parable of the landowner who went out at dawn to hire
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his
vineyard.

He did the same thing around the third, the sixth and the ninth hours. Even at the eleventh
hour, saying, “Go you also, into my vineyard and | will pay you what is just.” When evening came, he
said to the foreman of the vineyard: “Call all of the workers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and ending with the first.”

Those who were first complained against the landowner, saying: “These last workers worked
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who bore the day’s burden and the heat.” He said to
one of them in reply — “My friend, | am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? Take what is yours and go. What if | wish to give this last one the same amount as you? Am | not
free to do as | wish with my own money? Are you envious because | am generous?”

This parable is about the workers and it defines jealous people who turn their eyes away from
their own gifts but are jealous of similar gifts in others. Jealousy, according to the theologians, refers
either to temporal and material things or to spiritual things.
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The first takes place when a person is sad or grieves because his neighbor has good health,
beauty, prosperity, honors and property. The second example is when one is sad that his neighbor is
virtuous, pious, charitable, works diligently for the glory of God, for the benefit of souls and for the
benefit of the faith and the Church.

Thus, both the first and the second bothers a jealous person and bothers his neighbor and
opposes God. St. Basil, with full reason compares a jealous person to a lizard, for just as a lizard, as the
common people say, bites its way out of its mother’s intestines, so, too, jealousy in the mind of the
person in whom it has gotten a footing, worries, bites and gives one no peace.

Everything that he sees in others hurts him. People who are better hurt him for he grieves that
he cannot become equal to them; his equals hurt him, for he grieves that they have become equal to
him; those who are less perfect than he is hurt him for he fears lest they become equal to him.

There is nothing that will bring peace to a jealous person. You can pacify a greedy person with
gifts; an angry person with an apology, a haughty person with a gesture of humility, but as for a jealous
person you will never satisfy or calm him. On the other hand, the more you irritate him, the more
indignant and the angrier he becomes.

Our Savior did so much good for that Chosen Race, yet however with those things He did not
pardon them and He was unable to appease them. First, they grabbed rocks to stone Him and in the
end, they demanded the death sentence for Him. St. John Chrysostom affirms that jealous people are
worse than animals. He says that animals, when they are forced by hunger or irritated will attack people
while jealous people will rise up against their benefactors.

However, a jealous person harms himself more than he harms another. Cain, having murdered
Abel, brought on himself the curse of God, wandered about in despair and then perished in despair.

Jacob in time came into great wealth and Esau was forced to leave the family home and to
wander among strangers. The brothers of Joseph lived to see extreme misery and hunger, while Joseph
became the ruler of Egypt and the savior of his people.

A jealous person, the greater and the more frequent his jealousies so much greater and keener
is the harm that he brings upon himself. Always, and in every instant, the promise of the Wise Man
comes true — “He who rejoices at the fall of another, will not escape punishment.” That is how a jealous
person harms himself.

And will the one who is angry with himself, who does harm to himself, will he be good to
someone else? What is a jealous person like towards his neighbor? He is very cruel and he takes
pleasure in the wrongs, the sufferings which he caused and brought about on the head of his neighbor.
He becomes very sad if his neighbor manages to avoid his vile traps.

If this jealous person does not succeed to harm another in some material way, he attacks his
reputation, his honor. It was exactly these kinds of people that Skarga had in mind when, inspired by the
Holy Spirit, he called out: “It is in this that a jealous person can be compared to a vulture, which as a bird
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flying over flowering meadows, does not alight there, but shaking its head as though it couldn’t bear the
good fragrance, flies away as quickly as possible. Then when it arrives at a swampy area that is full of
carrion, there it stops and settles.

A jealous person is like that. He cannot bear to look at the virtues or the praiseworthy works of
his neighbor and like the vulture’s attitude toward flowers he has an aversion to them and only seeks
the weaknesses and the sins of his neighbors, reflects upon them, thinks about them, discusses them,
and talks about them to others far and wide.

And if he cannot find any faults with which he could suppress the good reputation of his
neighbor, then he takes that person’s virtues and twists them about in such a way that they become
sins.

He calls the courage and bravery of a person, arrogance; he labels a modest person as
insensible; a just person he labels as too severe; a generous person as a lavish person; a merciful person
as a prodigal and a thrifty or frugal person as a miser or a niggard.

This is exactly how Christ’s enemies acted out of envy for looking at His mercy and how He
healed the sick on the Sabbath, they said: “He is not from God for He does not keep holy the Sabbath.”
Looking at His efforts concerning the lost souls, they said: “He eats with sinners and keeps company with
the publicans.” Looking at His great miracles, they called out, “He performs these wonders in the name
of Beelzebub, the Prince of Devils. Therefore, there is nothing that you have that the jealous eye cannot
turn into something evil.

St. John Chrysostom affirms that jealousy fills the world with evil. From this pestilence the courts
are filled with law suits; from this lack of virtue, an excessive love of money is born along with greed,
haughtiness and empty glory. From here, whatever evil you see anywhere, it grows from its roots in
jealousy.

Jealousy was always thrown at the Church and it has caused a lot of evil. If only there was no
jealousy, there would be no need for armies, fortresses or defenses; everyone will experience peace for
no person will fear someone who would be jealous of him.

Let me add from Bible History how jealous Amon was of Mardochai and already built a scaffold
to hang him. How jealous Saul was of David and threw a spear at him. How jealous Herod was of the
newborn Jesus and in his revenge murdered about 14,000 children. Jealousy is the right hand of Satan
and of his satanic legions.

Finally, a jealous person shows an immense amount of malice and anger towards God Himself.
St. Cyril maintains that jealousy opposes God directly. For when you are jealous of someone because of
some good that he possesses, you automatically become an enemy of God. You offend God and you
insult God, for God is the Source and Giver of all His goods that flow upon the people.

Every sin would like to destroy some perfection of God. Thus, one would not want to have a Just
God so that He would not punish him; others would want that God be Almighty and present everywhere
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so that He would see them and demand full satisfaction; but jealousy pulls at the most basic property of
God that is the goodness of God.

Jealousy wants, jealousy demands that God be not good, and thereby would not give His gifts
and graces to anyone. As the Savior says, a jealous person is malicious and angry because God is good.
And can there be anything worse than such a disposition? And what can be said of the entire procession
of other sins which reside in the hearts of these spiteful people?

A jealous person is suspicious, judgmental, gossips and slanders others. He is greedy, for he
would like to take everything for himself. He is ill-tempered for he cannot look directly into the eyes of
his neighbor. He is hypocritical and insincere, for in his heart he nurses envy and hatred. He is a wrong
doer who is without pity and without mercy.

Not without reason does St. Bonaventure say that ‘jealousy is the sin of sins, the height of all
crimes, the collection of all angers.”

If you want to throw the monster of jealousy out of your heart, follow the advice of St. Gregory:
“Do good things especially for him to whom you feel envy in your heart. Warm your heart with love for
him. In the warmth of a Christian heart and good works, the icy cold of jealousy will melt.”




image1.jpeg
March 28, 1954
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

As an introduction to today’s radio talk, | am using fragments from two letters. One of the
letters was written by the trembling hand of a very sick woman. The second letter is bedewed with the
tears of a young girl who is disheartened by life and by people.

This is the first letter: “For the longest time | wanted to write to you, Father, about my painful
situation, but somehow | didn’t have the nerve. | am the mother of five children and a widow for the
past 13 years.

After the death of my husband, | had to go to work in order to keep the family together. |
worked hard and never complained because it was all for my children. | saved the house and the
children did not die of hunger.

I practically had no help from two sons and two daughters and now | have no joy from any of
them. My sons have both married and my daughters have also married at a very young age. As much as |
could and wherever | could, | helped them but for them it was always too little.

These children were insisting that | sell my house and divide the money amongst them, but |
refused to do this because my youngest son is still with me and he has worked all of these years and
given me his pay. But these children would give me no peace since | told them plainly that | made a will
and left the house to my youngest son.

Since then my daughters-in-law ceased visiting me. My daughters stop in very infrequently only
to argue with me, threaten me or to swear at me. | have developed such a state of nerves over all of
this, that | developed a state of paralysis.

My son hired a woman to take care of me, but my daughters gossiped about me and my son in
front of her and slandered us. And they did this out of jealousy that my son will get the house because
he has worked so many years and taken care of me when | was sick and to this day he cares for me and
sees to it that my needs are satisfied.

Father, | never thought that there could ever be so much jealousy among the children of one
father and mother.”

This is from the second letter: “Father, | don’t know where to turn or to whom | can go in my
worried state. | am 17 years old and | would like to become a nurse. My mother agrees to this, but it is
my dad who doesn’t want to hear of it and this is because of my two older brothers. They have
convinced my dad that | just don’t want to go to work as they did at a very early age, but that | just want
to play the role of a lady.

They clearly state: ‘We boys didn’t get a chance, so why should our kid sister be the favored one
in this family?” When | hear these jealous words, | want to cry and | even begin to think that | should go
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out into the world and perhaps among strangers | will find more understanding and a greater heart than
| find among my own family at home.”

Now to my talk entitled:
DON’'T ENVY THE ONE WHO IS SUCCESSFUL

The psalmist David sang: “Have faith in the Lord and do good deeds and live in the Promised
Land and you shall live off its bounty. Love one another in the Lord and He will give you what your heart
asks for. Do not envy the one who succeeds on his way.”

What is the meaning of envy or jealousy? Envy is that sadness that we willingly feel because of
the success of our neighbor and the worry we feel when we see that he is doing very well or when we
hear that he is being praised. On the other hand, it is the joy which we experience because of some
misfortune that befalls our neighbor.

Envy is the cause of the following sins; backbiting or slander, calumny, anger and unfortunately,
even murder. Even the pagans understood perfectly the horror and ugliness of jealousy.

In the European museums, especially in Rome, we see statues representing jealousy in the form
of an old witch with disheveled hair, a dried out bony face with a gloomy and ill-omened look and with
her lips twisted in a sneer. Her body is covered with snakes and vipers which with their stings are
poisoning the heart and are penetrating into her insides.

A jealous person gnaws at the health and happiness of others with his words and actions and as
St. Augustine wrote clearly and bluntly wrote: “A jealous person is that moth chewing on a purple robe,
it is that rust biting out the iron and it is the caterpillar eating all of the greenness of the tree.”

Jealousy does not have and does not recognize any boundary posts. To a lesser or greater
degree, it hides itself in nations, in societies, in families and in individuals. You will find it in every class of
society. Envy has settled in the minds of the wise and the learned and in the hearts of the boors and the
ignorant. It hides in the apartments of the wealthy and the rich and also hides under the roof of poor
homes. Often envy is not extinguished by the scepter, nor by the sword, nor by the pen, nor the cassock,
nor even by the religious habit. More than one person will tell me that these words are sharp, hard and
strong. Willingly and sincerely | admit that they are like that, but | maintain that they are true.

You still do not believe? Therefore, listen to what the saints have to say about this matter. They
unanimously agree that from all of the sins, it is jealousy that makes man most similar to Satan and that
is exactly because it is the transgression peculiar to Satan.”

St. Cyprian maintains that a jealous person is an imitator and an apostle of the angel of darkness
for it was through the jealousy of Satan that death came into the world as Sacred Scripture teaches us.
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St. Vincent said: “As Christ said: ‘By this do | recognize all of you as My disciples, if you have love
for one another.’ Therefore Lucifer could say: “By this do | recognize all of you as my disciples, if you
have jealousy one for another, just as | was jealous of you.”

St. John Chrysostom reminds us: “Jealousy contains within itself the most spite or anger from all
the sins. Every other sin finds some sort of pretense for its justification. Thus, one justifies his gluttony
by his appetite; another justifies his revenge by the harm done to him; another explains his robbery with
his poverty, and so no. But the jealous person has absolutely nothing for his justification.

Jealousy can be called Satan’s nature. Human jealousy has within it even more anger than
satanic jealousy had, for Satan is only jealous of people and not of other devils who are his companions,
while a human being is jealous of his neighbor.”

St. John Damascene insists that — “Jealousy is one sin on which the love of neighbor does not
help at all. One can calm an enemy or an irritable person with benevolence and goodness, but not a
jealous person — not at all! One can calm dogs with food, one can tame a lion with mildness, but
indulgence and kindness just makes a jealous person wilder.”

Jealousy is one of all the sins that doesn’t give the jealous person the least of even momentary
satisfaction. The glutton, the miser, the irritable person at least have an apparent momentary benefit
for their endeavors, but a jealous person doesn’t even have that.

A jealous person is like that moth which flying around the light of a lantern burns its own wings
but causes no damage to the light. Jealousy or envy harms the jealous or envious person depriving him
of inner peace and satisfaction, throws him off balance, distorts a healthy outlook on his own life and
that of others, imbues him with dissatisfaction, fills him with disillusionment and ruins his health.

Jealousy consumes his thoughts, endeavors, efforts and work. It paves the road to suspicions,
back-biting and slander. It leads to embittered hatred that is inhumane and brutal.

How forcibly and accurately St. Louis described this in his writings: “Just like a bug gnaws on the
wood from which he came, so too does jealousy gnaw on the heart in which it has made its nest; it
torments the soul, ruins the peace of its conscience; fills the person with sarcasm, dissatisfaction and
scares away every moment of joy and satisfaction. Having imbedded itself in the soul, jealousy becomes
rampant and powerful externally also. It drives away from one’s face that pleasant smile and healthy
blush which are proof of the individual’s health.

On the contrary, sunken eyes that shine with an angry brilliance, a worried brow and pale
cheeks give witness to the torment in which the conscience, heart and soul of the jealous person finds
itself.

As | already mentioned, jealousy does not respect any state. It penetrates every calling in life. A
certain Franciscan preacher called out thus: “That blind passion has contaminated every state of life. An
official whispers about the lack of conscientiousness of his companion and spreads rumors that throw
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doubt on his honesty and integrity. But, does he really have any proof and just reasons? No way! He’s
practicing this underhand work because he’s jealous of his companion’s talents and abilities.

A merchant and a craftsman condemn one another without any pardon because one is jealous
of the success of the other. One refuses customers and clients of the other and they ruin each other
because the success of the second one is a beam in the eye of the other.

And if this is true among people of other nationalities, then above all it proves true among our
people. Especially if it concerns a person who is younger, more adroit, very enterprising and very
ambitious who wants to work out a better position for himself in society.

Let him try to climb that ladder in whatever profession or occupation and hundreds of hands, at
the command of envy will reach out after him and pull him off that ladder to the joy and satisfaction of
his unfriendly jealous workers. Again some people will think to themselves: “Doesn’t that Father Justin
know how to exaggerate and likes to exaggerate in this matter.”

No, my dear people, | am not exaggerating. Not only that | am not exaggerating, but | am even
constraining myself, for | don’t want to write about certain sad and painful instances in which people
who were the victims of jealous people lost their career, property, health, mind and life. This is why a
jealous person is a collaborator with the Angel of Darkness and cultivates the work of Satan.

Therefore, wonder of wonders that jealousy has managed to even break into homes, into
families and carries on its vile work in family connections. | doubt whether you can find a house, or
better yet, if from the times of Adam you could find a family that would be so fortunate that it was
completely free of any jealousy. Let me read to you from the Book of Moses concerning what happened
in the family of Adam and Eve.

“Abel was a shepherd of sheep while Cain was a tiller of the soil. And it happened after many
days that Cain offered to the Lord gifts from the fruit of the soil. Abel also offered one of the best
firstlings of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his gift, but He did not look on Cain and his
gift.

Cain became very angry and was very crestfallen, which means he resented this and was
crestfallen. The Lord said to him: ‘Why are you angry and so crestfallen? If you do well you can hold up
your head, but if not, sin is a demon lurking at your door; his urge is towards you, yet you can be his
master.”

Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out into the field” When they were out in the field, Cain
attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is your brother Abel?” He answered, ‘| don’t know. Am | my
brother’s keeper?”

And the Lord said to him: ‘What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood calls out to
me from the ground. Therefore, you shall be banned from the soil that opened its mouth to receive your
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brother’s blood from your hand. If you till the soil, it shall no longer give you its produce. You shall
become a restless wanderer on the earth!’

Cain said to the Lord, ‘My punishment is too great to bear. Since You have now banished me
from the soil and | must avoid Your presence and become a restless wanderer on the earth, anyone may
kill me at sight.”

“‘Not so!” the Lord said to him. ‘If anyone kills Cain, Cain shall be avenged sevenfold.” So the Lord
put a mark on Cain lest anyone should kill him at sight. Cain then left the Lord’s presence and settled in
the land of Nod east of Eden.”

These are the results of jealousy. Not one result but results in the jealous person as well as in
the aim and object of that jealousy.

Jealousy did not overlook the home of Isaac, for Isaac loved Esau who was skilled in hunting and
he ate of his game. The wife of Isaac loved their son Jacob, whom she convinced to play the role of Esau
before Isaac, who in his old age had gone blind and could not see. He did so and thus, obtained his
father’s blessing. Holy Scripture adds: “Esau then always hated Jacob because of the blessing his father
had given him, and he said in his heart — After the days if mourning pass for my father I will kill Jacob my
brother.”

When this was told to Rebecca, she said to Jacob: “Your brother Esau is threatening to kill you.
Therefore, listen to my voice and flee to my brother Laban.” And this is what he did. And again jealousy
broke up a family.

The classical picture of jealousy is the selling of Joseph, the son of Jacob, by his older brothers.
Jacob at that time lived in the land of Canaan. From among all his children, the youngest, Joseph, was his
favorite.

In order for Jacob the father to show his feelings for Joseph he bought him a tunic that was
beautifully sewn of patterned material.

His brothers, seeing that their father loved him above all his other sons, hated Joseph and they
couldn’t speak graciously to him. They held a council among themselves and decided to kill him. They
said among themselves, “Let’s kill him and throw him into an old well and we will say ‘An angry animal
ate him.”

They pulled off that long and fancy tunic from him and they threw him into an old well which
had no water. They t hen were all seated to eat their lunch when they spotted the caravan of
Ishmaelites bearing balm, gum and resin to be sold in Egypt. They then pulled Joseph out of the well and
sold him to the Ishmaelites for 20 pieces of silver. These, then took him to Egypt.

His brothers then took his tunic and after slaughtering a goat, they soaked it in that blood and
sent someone with it to their father Jacob saying, “We found this. Look at it and see whether or not it is
your son’s tunic.”




